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	NORTH COAST SECTION, CIF

Gil Lemmon, Commissioner of Athletics


5 Crow Canyon Ct., Suite 209, San Ramon, CA 94583   Tel.: (925) 925-263-2110, Fax: (925) 263-2120, Web: www.cifncs.org


Thank you for your inquiry regarding the North Coast Section Scholastic Awards program.  The program was adopted by the NCS Board of Managers, the governing body of the organization, to recognize the scholastic achievement of students in all the schools (176) of the Section.  Changes to the program would be considered if requested by an NCS member school or league.  If your local school is interested in pursuing the changes that you suggest, the principal of the school should place the item on a league agenda.  If supported at the league level then the recommendation would be placed on the NCS Board of Managers agenda.  If approved by the NCS Board of Managers then the recommendation would become policy until changed by the same body.  

The rationale for using grades without any bonus grade points (referred to as unweighted grades) is that not all schools offer advanced placement, international baccalaureate or honors courses to all students.  Recognizing bonus grade points that are available for some students but not for others creates an uneven opportunity for recognition in a program (the NCS Scholar Athletic Program) wherein that recognition is based solely on grade point average.  

The concept of weighted grades was created by the University of California system as a means of helping them to further differentiate students among the applicants for admission.  The reward for taking these courses comes from the enhancement of the student’s transcript and, in the case of AP or IB courses, the possibility of earning a score on an exam that will be recognized for college credit.  In addition, the California Scholarship Federation (CSF) “does allow additional credit for AP and Honors Classes taken by academic students.”  Actually the CSF point system, which is not a grade point average, limits this additional credit to one point for either an A or B (not a C) in an AP or Honors class to a maximum of two credits per semester.  In CSF, any D or F grade disqualifies a student from membership.  CSF also does not give credit for physical education and teacher assistant courses.  The North Coast Section program includes courses of all types, excluding nothing, and places a consistent value on every grade a student earns – good or poor. 

The North Coast Section leadership considered using weighted grades but opted to establish the standards for this program that would be equitable for all students regardless of the opportunities offered at their school.  The NCS leadership saw no connection between the bonus grade points, which have their own reward, and the scholar athlete program.  Within the last couple of years our leadership once again discussed this issue and again opted to continue the policy of using unweighted grades.  

If you wish to pursue a recommendation to change the standard established for the NCS Scholar Athlete Program, you should contact your local school principal and follow the steps outlined at the beginning of this message.

Sincerely, 
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Gil Lemmon

Commissioner of Athletics

